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ADVERTISEMENT. © 


H E following plain Sermon would 

not have been expoſed to public view, 
had it not been for the repeated ſolicita- 
tions of ſome who heard it. And as the 
author had an abundant evidence of the 
divine bleſſing having accompanied the 
delivery of it; ſo it is his earneſt prayer 
that the Spirit of God may ſavingly impreſs 
it on the hearts of all who read it. 


God's Departure from a People the 
moſt dreadful Judgment. 


A 


S E R M ©. N, &c.:.&c. 


Hos EA ix. 12. 


—Yea, wo alſo to them when I depart from them. 


AYS of faſting and humiliation uſually 
have been very ſolemn ſeaſons to the people 

of God; and if we have a proper view of thoſe 
peculiar tranſactions with God, to which we are 
this day called, the utmoſt folemnity will now 
fill our ſouls. We are met profeſſedly to humble 
ourſelves before the Lord for our own fins, and 
for the ſins of our nation; as alſo to deprecate 
his wrath and judgments due on account of 
them, We are making then a very near ap- 
proach 
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proach to an infinitely holy and all-ſeeing God. 


Oh! that the frame of our ſouls may correſpond 


with our outward ſervices, that we may in heart 
keep a faſt to the Lord our God! Should ſuch 
an effuſion of theHoly Spirit be this day afforded 
us, it would be a glorious token for good that 
the Lord deſigned mercy towards us, and was 
about to ſhower down his rich bleſſings on us. 
This is the frame I would endeavour now to 
excite within you; it is the frame I wiſh for my 
own foul; it is the frame I wiſh to be found in 
every inhabitant of the land this day. What 
mean has a greater tendency to promote it, than 
taking a view of thoſe awful declarations which 
God has ſeen fit to publiſh in his word? Of theſe 
none more awful or ſtriking than that I have now 
read. It contains a declaration of tremendous 
wrath indeed, and holds forth a judgment which 
of all others ought. to be deprecated by us; eſpe- 
cially in this day of blaſphemy and rebuke, when 
there is ſo much reaſon to fear its execution 
among us. Let us then attend to it-as the lan- 
guage of Jehovah himſelf, and as a matter of 
ſpecial concern to each of us. And what is his 


language to thee, O my ſoul? What is his lan- 
guage 
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guage to your fouls that hear me? As a reproof 
of our ſins, and a motive to turn from them, in 


the voice of love and pity he deelares, Nra, bo 
alſo to them when I depart from them. 


The Prophet, who penned the words of our 
text, lived in a time of great corruption and 
abounding iniquity. He propheſied in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Abaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judab, and in the days of Teroboam King 
of Iſrael. chap. i. 1. His chief commiſſion 
was to ſhew the people their wickedneſs, 
and call them to repentance. He lived to ſee 
many of the judgments executed which he had 
foretold, and from hence warned thoſe that re- 
mained. In chap. viii, we have various fins 
recorded with which the Iſraelites were charge- 
able, and various judgments annexed to them; 
but the chapter before us chiefly confiſts of 
threatened judgments. The Prophet is ſent 
from God in the character of a Boanerges, and 
thunders out the dreadful nature of that wrath to 
which their iniquities expoſed them, I ſhall not 
take up your time in the recital of them, but 

rather 
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rather leave them to your more enlarged medita- 
tions, when retired to take a ſerious review of 
the ſolemn tranſactions of this day, Concerning 
them I only obſerve, that as temporal judge- 
ments, as well as ſpiritual, are threatened, {> bath 
may be included in that important declaration 
which demands our immediate attention — Zea, 
wo alſo to them when I depart from them. Some 
alarming tokens of divine vengeance are men- 
tioned in the words immediately preceding. + 


As for Ephraim, their glory ſhall fly away like 


a bird; from the birth, and from the womb, 
and from the conception. Though they bring up tbeir 
children, yet will I bereave them that there ſhall noi 
be a man left. While the judgment is heavy, 
the eaſe and ſpeed with which the Lord would 
execute it are here ſet forth; he can eaſily cut off 
a degenerate race, and manifeſt his anger againſt 
their ſins, by making a riddance of them from 
the earth. But as a ſtill heavier puniſhment than 
any of a nature barely temporal, he introduces a 


ſolemn wo in my text, with an attentive note of 


certainty.— Yea, wo alſo to them when I depart from 
them. It is a certain truth, it is an undeniable 
fact, that my departure from them will render 
them 

+ Verſe 11, 12. 
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<« them moſt miſcrable and wretched indeed: All 
«© judgments are contained in this; all miſeries are 
« jncluded in ſuch a diſpenſation as this. Dread 
<« it then, O Sinners; deprecate it as an awful to- 
te ken of my vengeance; for if you continue in 
your fins, they will provoke me to it; and re- 
* member, an heavy wo will fall on thoſe from 
« whom in anger I depart.” But was the denun- 
ciation to be confined to Iſrael of old? Was it 
a threatening that concerned none but them? Cer- 
tainly not-As a people and nation it belongs to us, 
and as ſuch,we have reaſon to fear the experience 
of the wo denounced in the text. On this ſo— 
lemn day then of faſting and humiliation, Iwould 
earneſtly call yourſouls andmine,to contemplate.-- 
The departure of God from a people or nation 
as a peculiarly awful judgment, and as the cauſe 
of inconceivable miſery to all who are viſited 
with it, This is the great truth contained in 
my text; and it appears very ſuitable for our 
meditations on this day. In order therefore to its 
improvement, by the divine bleſſing, I ſhall con- 
ſider it in the following method: 


I. Enquire, 
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I. Enquire, What may be meant by the Lord's 


departing from a nation or people? Or when 
this may be affirmed af him? 


| 

| II. Mention ſome things as reaſons of this 
| procedure; or which provoke the Lord to de- 
| part from a people or nation. 


III. Attend to the evils connected with this 
1 ' departure; or conſider the wo which is inſepa- 
rable from ſuch a diſpenſation. And then, 


IV. As an application of the whole, endeavour 
to point out our duty, as the means of averting 
that wrath from us which is contained in this 
awful declaration. And may the Lord give a 
tongue to ſpeak, an ear to hear, and an heart to 
underſtand, that this may not only be a profita- 
ble ſeaſon to our ſouls, but may alſo be followed 
| with the beſtowment of rich and deſirable bleſl- 
| ings on the land in which we live! 
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| | I. We are to enquire, what may be meant 
| | by the Lord's departing from a nation or 
5 people? 


FI 


people? Or when he may be ſaid to depart 
from them? 


Here I would premiſe that we are not to 
conſider ſuch expreſſions reſpecting God in the 
ſame ſenſe as they are applied to man, With 
reſpect to man, © departing ”” is a local motion, 
a going from one place to another, and pro- 
ceeds from his imperfection as a creature; but 
in this ſenſe it cannot be aſcribed to God. 
Such is the greatneſs, ſuch the glory and 
majeſty of God, that he is every where preſent, 
filling all in all: There is no place to which any 
can go to be abſent from him. In heaven he 
has his throne, there he dwells in his glorious 
preſence, making all his attendants unſpeakably 
bleſſed in the enjoyment of himſelf; on earth he 
dwells, revealing his grace to the ſouls of his own 
people, and diſplaying his almighty power in ef- 
fectually ruling and governing all things for the 
advancement of his own glory, and the ſalvation 
of his choſen; and in hell he dwells by his in- 
finite juſtice and righteouſneſs, inflicting thoſe 
torments on his enemies, which are the puniſh- 
ment 
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/ En 
ment of their rebellions againſt him. The de- 
e parture” then ſpoken of in my text refers to the 
diſpenſations and dealings of God with ſinners. 
After the manner of man he ſpeaks, and thereby 
ſets forth the removal of the tokens of his favour 
and kindneſs from a nation or people that had 
been bleſſed with them. Permit me then here to 
obſerve, that the exprefſion ſuppoſes — An enjoy- 
ment of ſome great privileges and bleſſings at the 
hand of God. It is a threatening of the removal of 
ſome ſpecial pledges and tokens of Jehovah's 
favour; which is the matter of the ſubject before 
us. To the Iſraelites theſe were many and great: 
they were diſtinguiſned by God above all other 
nations of the world, were indulged with/his ordi- 
nances, with the revelation of his will, and had his 


providence continually ſurrounding them for good, 


as is acknowledged by the Pſalmiſt.¶ He fbeweth bis 
word unto Jacob, bis ſtatutes and his judgments unto 
Jfrael. He kath not dealt ſo with any nation; and as for 
bis judgments they bave not known them. Praiſe ye 
the Lord. All theſe privileges and bleſſings may 
be ſummed up in that comprehenſive expreſſion 
of the prophet, & The Lord is there, Jehoval 


ſhewed 


1 Pſalm cxxxix. 7, 10. || Pſalm cxlvu. 19, 20. 
$ Ezek. xlviii. 35. 
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ſhewed himſelf to be in the midſt of chem by theſe 
diſplays of his grace and favour ; they proclaim- 
ed them to be his people, and were undeniable 
evidences of his being among them. But ſurely 
the evidences of God's preſence among the inha- 
bitants of Great-Britain have been as undeniable | 
as thoſe which reſpected Iſrael of old. We can 
contemplate his goodneſs in viſitin g this iſle 
early in the chriſtian æra with his glorious 
goſpel; diſpelling that Popiſh darkneſs which 
overſpread its former inhabitants; we can re- 
view the many deliverances he has wrought 
out for us, particularly the glorious revolution 
under the renowned King William, and the ac- 
ceſſion of the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover to the 
throne of theſe realms; together with the long 
ſeries of civil and religious privileges, which for 
near a century paſt have been continued to us un- 
impaired; and when we conſider them, who of us 
muſt not be conſtrained to ſay, * The Lord hath done 


great things for us! But although ſuch have been our 


diſtinguiſhed priviledges, we have this day to 
mourn our ſins and provocations againſt him; 
and to deprecate his wrath, leſt after all he has 


* Pſal, cxxvi. 3, 


C | done 
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60 
done for us, the awful warning in the words of 
my text be executed on us, Yea, wo alſo to them 
when I depart from them. And does the warning 
in my text ſuppole ſuch an experience of God's 
goodneſs? The removal of theſe inſtances of his 
peculiar favour may be intended in his depart- 
ing from a people or nation. F our things par- 
ticularly may be implied in this threatening, or 
by ſo many different ways may the Lord be ſaid 
to depart from us. 


1. The Lord may be ſaid to depart from a na- 
tion, when he removes his goſpel from it. The 
diſpenſation of the goſpel and its glorious ordi- 
nances are to us what the ark of old was to the 
people of Iſrael, viz. a token or ſymbol of the 
divine preſence. Hence that exclamation of Phi- 
nehas's wife when the ark fell into the hands of 
the Philiſtines; ſhe laments it in a kind of deſ- 
pair, and ſhews the agitation and uneaſineſs of 
her mind, in the name ſhe gave her child. Aud 
ſbe named the child Tchabod, ſaying, The glory is de- 
Paried frem Ijracl;, (becauſe the ark of God was 


talen, and becauſe of her ſather-in-law and her 
® 3 Sam. iv. 21, 22. 


huſband 


huſband ) Anl ſhe ſaid, The glory is departed ſrem 
Iſrael z for the ark of God is taken. It Was an aw- 
ful day to her, on account of the family aMic- 
tions it brought on her:? But ſhe doubles her 
complaint, ſhewing, that God's ark was the mat- 
ter of her- chief concern; and that, becauſe it 
was the token of God's being among the people. 
Such is the goſpel diſpenſation to us; this declares 
that God is in the midſt of us, and is promoting 
the deſigns of his grace among us: as this there- 
fore is the ſymbol of his preſence, when he ſees fit 
to remove it, he may properly be ſaid to depart ; 
he ſo departs as to give no further revelations of 
his grace z— no more intimations of his kind 
deſigns to finners through Chriſt ; - no more in 
vitations to them to come to him for ſalvation ; 
—nor any more viſible opportunities of obtain- 
ing an intereſt in the peculiar bleſſings of his diſ- 
tinguiſhing love. We find the Lord, in his meſ- 
ſage to the angel of the church at Epheſus, call- 
ing them to repentance by this motive or warn- 
iog, * Rememter therefore from wwhence thou ar! Fallen, 
and repent, and do thy firſt works, or elſe I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remeve the candliſtick out 


® Rev. il. 5. 
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of its place, except thou repent. In ſimilar language 
is he this day addreſſing us. Oh ! that we may be 
enabled to attend to, and comply with, his 
command !—For peculiarly awful is the caſe 
of that people in whoſe experience that word 
is fulfilled, * Behold, the days come, ſaith the 
Lord God, that I will ſend a famine in tlie land; 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirſt for water, but of 
bearing the words of the Lord, The removal of 
the goſpel occaſions a ſpiritual famine, the means 
of the ſoul's ſubſiſtence being then taken away; 
and though the horrors and miſery of bodily fa- 


mine are great, they are not to be once compared 
to thoſe which attend the famine of the ſoul. Oh ! 


dread the loſs of the goſpel; and earneſtly plead 
with God, that in its purity and plenty it may be 
continued in our land. 


2. The Lord may be ſaid to depart from a 
nation or people, when he withholds his graci- 
ous power, and the influences of his Spirit, al- 
though the outward diſpenſation of the goſpel is 
continued. What is the diſpenſation of the goſ- 

pel in it/elf ? It is but a dead letter; and if any 


Amos viii. 11. 


ſaving 


J 

ſaving effects are produced by it, they are ow- 

ing to the powerful influences of the life- giving 
Spirit of God. Hence the Lord may be ſaid to 
have departed from a people, notwithſtanding his 
continuing theſe outward privileges unto them; 
the ſhell of goſpel ordinances and inſtitutions may 
be afforded, while the kernel of goſpel grace is 
not in them. The Lord's departing from his 
people in this ſenſe, puts various complaints into 
the mouths of his ſervants the prophets. What an 
affecting complaint is that, ¶ ho hath believed our 
report ? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been 
revealed? Where are the fruits of our miniſtra- 
tions to the people? We have been delivering 
thy meſſage to them, O Lord, but we can ſee 
* noevidence of thy gracious arm working by us.“ 
And again, +Then I ſaid, I have laboured in vain, I 
have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, and in vain q yet 
ſurely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work with 
my God. It is an awful and affecting caſe indeed, 
when we muſt return to our maſter with ſuch a 
complaint as this; we cannot but bewail it as an 
evidence of a departing glory, When the Spirit 


of the Lord accompanies the diſpenſation of the 
14 li. 1. 1 Ia. xlix 4 


goſpel, 


( 74 )) 
goſpel, the effects of his preſence will be manifeſt 
in them that fit under it. But when notwithſtand- 
ing theſe outward privileges, in the clear-ſhining of 
goſpel light, and holding forth goſpel truths, the 
ſinner remains cateleſs and unawakened, his con- 
ſcience continues ſtupified and hardened, a courſe 
of ſin is continued in, and not any one crying 
out, What hall T do to be ſaved? When in the 
midſt of theſe external enjoyments, God's people 
grow carnal and negligent, their zeal for God 
is damped, and their love to him grows cold; 
what muſt we conclude ?—That the Spirit is re- 

ſtrained, and God in an awful manner depatted. 


3. This departure of the Lord from a people 
may relate to the removing the hedge of his ; 
providence from around them. In this ſenſe it was 

threatened by the Lord of old ; after lamenting Pt 
the tranſgreſſions and rebellions of the people, he a 
denounces this judgment againſt them, */here- a 
fore a lion out of the foreſt ſhall Nay them, and a B 
. wolf of the evenings ſhall ſpoil them, a leopard ſhall Ge 

walch over their cities: every one that goeth ou! Ki 
thence ſhall be torn in pieces, becauſe their tranſore/- onÞ 

® Jer. v. 6, 


ſons 
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fions are many, and their backſhdings are increaſed. 
J willtake off the reſtraints of my providence 
“ from thoſe who ſeek their deſtruction, and they 
© ſhall become an eaſy prey to them.” And under 
the experience of this that complaint was uttered 
before God, ®O God, the Heathen are come into thine 
inheritance, thy holy temple have they defiled : they 
have laid Jeruſalem on beaps. I might refer you 
to various inſtances in which theſe providential 
reſtraints have been evident in behalf of our land. 
1 might repreſent the various attempts which 
have been made by the deluded votaries of the 
church of Rome, to deprive us of our liberties. 
and priviledges, and ſhackle us with a blind 
ſubmiſſion to their abominable idolatries. Many 
times have their attempts ſeemed ready to be 
followed with ſucceſs, but the watchful eye of 
providence was on us for good, reſtrained their 
power, diſappointed their ſchemes, and ſet a 
barrier for our lives, liberties, and properties. 
But, oh! what reaſon have we this day to fear 
God's departure from us';?or his withdrawing that 
kind providence which hitherto has watched 


over us! In a word, 
0 Pſal. Ixxix. 1. 
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4. The Lord departs from a people or nation, 
when he pours down his judgments on them, 
The Lord has many arrows in his quiver, and 
according as he ſees fir, does he make his crea- 
tures to experience them. The ſword, peſti- 
lence, and famine, are ſpoken of in his word, as 
the moſt remarkable of them, (ſee Fer. xxi. and 
other places.) Hence when David had finned, 
the prophet is ſent to him to give him his choice 
of theſe three, Thus ſaith the Lord, I offer thee three 
things, chooſe thee one of them, that I may do it unto 


thee.—Shall ſeven years of famine come nnto thee in 
thy land ? or wilt thou flee three months before thine ' 
enemies, while they purſue thee? or that there be | 
three days peſtilence in thy land. And, oh! what G 
deſolations do theſe make when the Lord gives 2 
them a commiſſion ! The moſt populous ſtate 8 
may ſoon be left without an inhabitant, and the 

moſt ſtately buildings become a deſart. When the 1 
Lord viſits with theſe judgments, he may truly 80 
be ſaid to depart. He then goes as a God of de 
mercy; and only the evidences of his anger and 45 
the footſteps of his juſtice are to be ſeen. By 5 


one of theſe he is now dealing with us as a na- 


® 2 Sam. xxiv. 11, 12, 13. 
tion 
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1 
tion: Oh! 1 the conſideration of God's de- 
parting from us, as evidenced in thoſe awful diſ- 


putes now ſubſiſting between Great- Britain and 


her American Colonies, may this day be the means 
of humbling us before God, that not only the 
other judgments may be averted, but the judg- 
ments now experienced may be ſpeedily removed! 
That will be a glorious effect of this humiliation 
day. I proceed, 


II. To mention ſome reaſons of this proceedure; 

or ſhew what it is that provokes the Lord to de- 
part from a nation or people. When the Lord 
denounces this judgment, it is not without cavle, 
and his juſtice i is glorified by the execution. 1 
ſhall briefly mention the following things as 
grounds or reaſons of it. 


1. The grand reaſon of the Lord's departing 
from a people is their departure from him. 
Such is the mercy and goodneſs of God, that it 
bears with many provocations, and never with- 
draws his favours from his creatures until they 
withdraw their obedience to him. This was the 
D ſubſtance 
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{ybſtance of that meſſage which the Lord ſent to 
Aſa and his people, when he was about to work 
a reformation among them: ® And the Spirit of God 
came upon Azariah the ſon of Oded, and he went 


- al 


out to meet Aſa, and ſaid unto him, Hear ye me, | 
Aſa, and all Judab and Benjamin, The Lord is 
with you, while you are with him; and if ye ſeek him ; 
be will be found of yon; but if ye forſake him he will f 
forſake you. And che Lord, willing to diſplay his c 
mercy, and to ſkew how loth he is to execute , 
his wrath, ſends his prophet Jeremiah in the 6 
molt ſtriking manner, to proclaim the cauſe of it, t 
+ Halb a nation changed their geds, which are yet no a 
gods? but my people have changed their glery for We 
that which doth not profit. Be aſtoniſhed, O ye hea- th 
vens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very th 
deſolate, ſaith the Lord. For my people have th 
committed two evils ; they have forſaken me, the ſo 
fountain of living waters, and bewed them out ciſterns, ſat 
broken ciſterns that can hold no water, The Sins were mi 
great, —the aggravations heavy. —No wonder VI 
the Lord was thereby provoked to depart, int 
And, Oh! how univerſal a departure from God ed 
is there among us as a nation! Where is that ter 

® 2 Chron, xv. 1, 2. + Jer, ii. 11, 12, 13 tio 


devotedneſs fro 
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devotedneſs to him and his ways, once ſo manifeſt 
in the inhabitants of this iſle ? Where is that zeal 
for God, that love of him, that attention to his 
commands, which excited to diligence in waiting 
on him, and ſcckiag him, in the cloſet, in the 
family, and in the houſe of God? Formerly theſe 
duties were attended to and practiſed z but now 
where is the family to be found ſeeking God 
daily, and that pays its night and morning devo- 
tions to him ? Is not the practice of ſecret prayer 
awfully neglected? And how deſolate are the 
ways of the public ſanctuary! Inſtead of theſe, 
the taverns, the play-houſes, the card-tables, and 
the ſinful amuſements of the preſent age. engroſs 
the attention, murder the time, and ruia the, 
ſouls of many, Where 1s that holy conver- 
ſation for which our pious forefathers were fa- 
med, which was the $h:3boleth of Zion, and an e- 
vidence of their tending towards heaven! Alas, 
inſtead of this, the frothy converſationof the wick - 
ed is almoſt in every mouth, and engroſſes the at- 
tention of almoſt every company, The conſidera- 
tion of theſe things muſt evidence our departure 
from God to be great, and may juſtly make us 

D 2 wonder, 
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wonder, that long ere this we have"not been given 
up by him.—To this, I muſt add, That awful 
defeftion from the glorious truths of the ever- 
bleſſed goſpel, ſo evident among us. When a 
people or nation depart from the important truths 
of the goſpel, that is a departure from God. In 
this reſpect, none but ſtrangers in our Iſrael 
can be inſenſible of our having departed from 


God. In how many pulpits throughout our 


land is the deity of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
openly derided—the divinity and perſonality of 


the Holy Spirit militated againſt—the adorable 


ſovereignty of God oppoſed—and man's con- 
ceired power exalted, to the abaſement of free 
and infinite grace! Inſtead of that zeal for the 
diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the goſpel, which ac- 
tuated our pious forefathers, even to the ſhed- 
ding their blood, ſuch an indifference and un- 
concern has taken place, as hath overwhelmed 
us in ſceptieiſm and infidelity. This departure 
from God ſhould this day be lamented by us, 
and his wrath on account thereof deprecated, 


leſt by our departure from him, he be provoked 
to depart from us, and wo to us; when the Lord 


departs, 
2. The 


( 22 4 
2. The abounding of. ſin is another reaſon of 
the Lord's departing from a profeſſing people. 
The prevalence of ſin is awfully felt by God's 
own people; in the midſt of the infection, great 
grace can only preſerve them from it : This be- 


numbs, as it were, grace within, and hinders its 
flowing out into exerciſe :* 4nd becauſe iniquity ſhall 
abound, the love of many ſhall wax cold, In times of 
great declenſion, and abounding fin, it is a great 
matter to have love to God and his ways keeping 
up our zeal for his cauſe and glory. And this a- 
bounding fin is a great mean of provoking the 
to depart from an highly favoured people. 
Hence that word ſent by the prophet of old: But 
your iniquities have ſeparated between you and your 
God, and your fins have hid bis face from you, that he 
will not hear. And in the ſucceeding verſes we 
have an account of thoſe ſins. If we conſult 
the hiſtory of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, and 
after their ſertlement in the land of Canaan, 
we ſhall ſce that it was becauſe of their ſins, the 
Lord cauſed them to experience his judgments. 
Their iniquities ſent them into captivity, and 
made them the prey of their enemies. On 
Matt. xxiv. 12. + Ia. lix. 2. 


this 
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this ſolemn day of humiliation I wk ſer this be- 
fore you'as one ground of our fears of the Lord's 

departing from us. Not only as a people have 
we departed from him, but have alſo gone into 
the practice of thoſe abominations which are the 
hatred of his ſoul. There is not a ſingle precept 
of the whole moral Law, but is daily, yea con- 
tinually, broken by numberleſs multitudes in the 
midft of us; from the higheſt to the loweſt all 
have perverted their ways, and all kinds of fin 
are found among us. To what an height has 


Atheiſm' ariſen, in caſting off the fear of God 


and denying him ! And withholding from him 
that worſhip and homage which is his due !— 
What awful idolatries are committed among us 


Men being lovers of pleaſure more than lovers 
of God, and ſecking the gratification of carnal 
luſts and appetites more than the advancement 


of his honour and glory. How awfully 1 is Jeho- 


vah's name blaſphemed among us! By ſome it 


is almoſt continually uſed in their common con- 
verſation; O Lord! O God! Lord bleſs me!“ 
is mingled in the whole of their diſcourſe : and let 
me add, by none is it uſed with that holy reve- 


rence and awe it requires. —To other ſins com- 
mitted 
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mitted-againſt God, and abounding in the midſt 
of us, we mult join the ſad, the lamentable pro- 
phanation of his day. How is this ſacred ſea- 
ſon, which God has ſet apart for himſelf, proſti- 
tuted to the wordly employments and pleaſnres 
of many! Inſtead of ſpending the morning of 


his day in thoſe religious exerciſes which would 
fic for its public ſervices, too many conſume 


it in decking and drefling their bodies, which in 
a little time will be laid in the grave: And al- 


though they may attend on the public ſe rvices 
of God's houſe, yet by many the ſubſequent ſa- 
cred hours are trified away either in carnal plea- 
ſures and-amuſements, or vain unprofitable diſ- 
courſe. I might purſue theſe things. to a very 
great length, and point, out many inſtances ia 
which all of us are chargeable with ſin and guilt. 
I might lead on your meditations to the ſecond 
table of the moral law, which relates to the du- 
ties required by God betwixt man and man; 1 
might point out the abounding of fin among us, 
in that undutifulneſs to ſuperiors, in thoſe fre- 
quent murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
perjuries, and cove touſneſs, under the burden of 


* 


which our. land. groans: But as both your time and 


my 


1 

my own firength would fail, I muſt refer theſe to 
your private and more enlarged meditations. From 
hence it appears, that God's complaint againſt 
Hrael of old is too applicable to us: ® Behold, 
Jam preſſed under you, as a cart is preſſed that 
is full of ſheaves. And how juſtly may he ſay 
of us, Þ Shall I not vifit for theſe things ? and 
ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on TOA 4 nation as 
this ? 


3- Slighting and miſimproving_ goſpel ordi- 
nances, may be conſidered as another reaſon of 
this awful diſpenſation, 'It is a great and unſpeak- 
able privilege to be indulged with the goſpel; 
but thoſe who are found lighting it treaſure up 
to themſelves the greateſt curſe, A miſimprove- 
ment of goſpel privileges is a ſin of an heinous 
nature in God's ſight, and provokes his depar- 
ture from ſuch as are chargeable with it before 
him. To this purpoſe was our Lord's decla- 
ration, 5 Did ye never read in the ſeriptures, 
The ſtone which the builders rejected, the ſame is be- 
come the bead of the corner. This is the Lord's do- 


ing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? Therefore fay 1 


Amos ii. 13. f Jer. v. 9. $ Mar, xxi. 42, 43 
uns 


. 
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unto you, the kingdom of God ſpall be taken from 
you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof. The goſpel is miſimproved when Chriſt 
is flighted or neglected; and at this God diſ- 
covers his diſpleaſure. The inhabitants of Great - 
Britain haye been diſtinguiſhed for goſpel privi- 
leges. Early in the æra of Chriſtianity (as before 
obſerved) did the Lord ſend the diſpenſation of 
it to this iſle; and by many ſingular and remark- 
able interpoſitions of providence, has 'it been 
continued to the preſent day: It has been 
diſpenſed in purity and plenty, and many 
burning and ſhining lights has the Lord raiſed 
up for this purpoſe. But has our improvement 


of it been anſwerable? Have we brought forth 


fruit ſuitable to the variety of means that have 
been afforded us? Rather have we not given 
ground for the Lord to ſay of us, | And now 
judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vine- 
yard. What could have been done more to my vine- 
yard, that I have not done in it? Wherefore when 1 
looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, brought it 
forth wild grapes? Oh! Sirs, a lighted and miſ- 
improved goſpel is one of the moſt aggravated 


E ſins; 


1 Iſa. v. 3» 4+ 


(.26.) 
ſins, on account of which the Lord has a con- 
troverſy with our land this day. May his grace 
prevent its breaking out to our utter deſtruction 
I only add, 


4. That as undutifulneſs or ingratitude to 
rulers is an heinovs iniquity in God's ſight, ſo it 
expoſes to the judgment here threatened. When 
an highly favoured people or nation forget the 
God to whoſe goodneſs they are indebted for 
their mercies, no wonder they light the 
inſtruments by which he communicates them. 
But would we know the light in which God 
views this conduct? We may fee it in the 
account given of Iſrael of old: 4 They are 
there held up as monuments of ingratitude, and 
their flights to their deliverer mentioned as a (in 
next in heinouſneſs to their forgetfulneſs of God. 
Many other inſtances I could refer you to, of the 
Lord's anger being poured out on this account. 
And Oh! that I could ſay, with this fin the 
inhabitants of Great-Britain are not chargeable! 
It has ever been the crying abomination ſince 


the glorious Revolution: Such was the treatment 
+ Numb. xiv. 11, 12. 
the 
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the illuſtrious King Wi 2 ther with; ſuch was 
the ſituation of the former Georges, who ſwayed 
the Britiſh ſceprer, and were the inſtruments in 
God's hand of perpetuating to us Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters our civil and religious liberties; and how 
much it is the caſe with that truly amiable mo- 
narch, who now fills the Britiſh throne melancholy 
experience too ſtrongly evidences. It is not 


one of the leaſt threatening circumſtances upon 


* us(faid the late Dr. Stenneit, in a ſermon preach- 
« ed in the year 1740) that to a general diſre- 
e oard of providence, and of the great governor 
«of the world, men have, too naturally indeed, 
tc connected a contempt of their rulers here be- 
low; and inſtead of being afraid to ſpeak evil 
« of dignities, they ſeem to ſtrive who ſhall out- 
do the other, in reproaching that good govern- 
ment, under which they enjoy all theſe bleſ- 
8 ſings.“ And as the words are applicable now, 
we have need to be humbled before God on this 
account. Surely, if we reflect on the ſufferings 
of our pious forefathers, in th reigns of poſhib 
Queen Mary, and ſome of her Succeſſors, when they 
{ought the food of their fouls at the peril of their 
lives, we ſhall rejoice and bleſs God for cating 

our 
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our let under the mild and happy government of 
George the Third, As Chriſtians then, as Projeſ- 


tanta, particularly as Proteſtant Diſſenters, let us 


love our King, honour our King, pray for our 
King, bleſs God for our privileges under. him, 
and be earneſt for that grace which will enable us 
to improve them to the divine glory. Remem- 
ber the apoſtolic exhortation + Fear God, and 
honour the King. Are ſuch the reaſons of God's 


departing ? ? Let us attend, 


III. To the dreadful evil connected with, and 
inſeparable from God's departure from a people. 
Yea, wo alſo to them when I depart from them. 


The form of ſpeech which the Lord here uſes 
is an expreſſion of ſorrow, and it teaches us, that 
of all judgments, God's departing from a peo- 
ple is the heavieſt; and that this is ſo dreadful, 


that words can never fully expreſs it. To this, 
yea, is prefixed, intimating the undoubred cer- 


tainty of it. Ir is not a dubious matter, —expe- 
tience will witneſs the truth. —Two conſidera- 
+ 1 Pet. ii 17. 5 | 
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tions will ſet this forth, which I ſhall little more 
than name, 


1. When God departs from a nation or peo- 
ple all good goes. In the enjoyment of God 
and an intereſt in him, the ſoul's happineſs con- 
ſiſts; and to have God dwelling in the midſt of 
them is the greateſt honour and glory of a na- 
tion under heaven. This was the happineſs of 
Iſrael of old.— This has been the privilege of 
our own land. But Oh! when God departs, all 


privileges, all bleſſings go with him, 


2. When God departs all evil comes. The 
favour and preſence of God is a people's protec- 
tion and defence from their enemies; this keeps 
off the diyine judgments; but when theſe are 
withdrawn, evils and judgments come in like a 
flood. It was God's departing from Saul that 
brought evil on him and his houſe: + Gd is 
departed from me was his bittereſt cry.—And 
have not we reaſon to take up the cry in ſonic 
degree this day? Whence have the unhappy 
commotions in America ariſen? Whence has 

+ 1 Sam. xxviii. 15. 


ſuch 
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ſuch a ſpirit of diſſipation and oppoſition, ſpread 
through the Britiſh empire, proceeded? This is 
the foundation, the departure of God from us; 
and where theſe will end, God only knows. Oh! 
earneſtly plead with him this day, and continue 
pleading with him for his gracious returns; he 
never+ ſays 10 the ſeed of Jacob, ſeek ye me in vain. 
But more of this under the next head of dif- 
courſe: To which I now | proceed, 3 

IV. As an application of the whole, to point 
out our duty this day, as it may be drawn from 
the ſolemn declaration on which we have been 
meditating. And methinks it ſpeaks a word to 
us as private perſons, and as connected with the 
inhabitants of the land in general. The ſolemn 
declaration in my text calls for a particular im- 
provement from each of us. Oh! how ſhould 
we dread the departures of God from our 
ſouls! No greater evil can befal us here. To be 
left of God is to be given up to the power of 
our luſts, and the dominion of our ſpiritual ene- 
mies; and ſhould the Lord thus deal with us 
finally, ſwift will be our deſcent into the bottom- 
leſs lake of everlaſting perdition. Ohl dread this, 


ſinner, 
+ Iſa, xlv. 19. 
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ſinner, and be deſirous of an intereſt in his grace. 
Dread and deprecate, O believers, the partial 
departures of God from your ſouls; for although 
you cannot fall finally or totally, yet ſuch a diſ- 
penſation would render your journey through life 
very uncomfortable and diſtreſſing, and greatly 
impede you in your way towards heaven. But as 
more agreeable to the deſign of our meeting to- 
gether this day, I ſhall chiefly aim to apply the 


text to us as an highly favoured people. 
As ſuch, 


1. It calls us to conſider, mourn over, and 
amend, our ways. This is one great end of 2 
ſolemn day of humiliation. And ſurely there is 
reaſon enough for it this day. Your ſins and 
mine, your omiſſions and mine, your rebellions N 
againſt God and mine, have contributed no ſmall 
ſhare to that enormous load of national guilt, 
which provokes the Lord now to come out againſt 
us in a way of judgment. Theſe have helped 
on the preſent diſturbances in America; and help- 
ed to gather that black cloud which now hovers | 
over our heads. There is nothing more natural 
to us than to be quarrelling with others, and for- 


| 
| 
| 
getting 
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getting our own concern in ſuch events as theſe. 
But inſtead of caſting reflections on the govern- 
ment under which we live, let us take the matter 
home to ourſelves: It is thy ſin, O my ſoul, that is 
te the cauſe of theſe; thy unfruĩtfulneſs under the 
i means of grace; thine unſteadineſs in the ways 
« of God; thine unſuitable deportment in the 
« family, in the world, and in the church; thy 
« remiflneſsin' duty, and unprofitableneſs under 
« all thy mercies; that have brought down theſe 
e tokens of God's anger on our land.” Theſe, 
Sir, are the ſentiments I would wiſh to have im- 
preſſed on my own foul; I hope in ſome meaſure 
I do feel them; with theſe, I wiſh to fend every 
ſoul from the houſe of God this day; this would 
be a dawning of true repentance indeed. Oh! 
conſider your ways, mourn over your fins, and 
let nothing content you but an experience of 
that grace in Chriſt which will deliver you from 
them, | | 


2. From this ſubje& as thus applied, we are 
called to admire and wonder at the paticnce, 
long-ſuffering,and forbearance, of God with us as 
= people. The inhabirants ef our land have 
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been highly diſtinguiſhed by God as the people 
of Iſrael were of old; and if with our privile- 
ges we compare our conduct, we have the great- 
eſt reaſon to wonder, that we are now a people un- 
der heaven, and that long &er this the Lord has 
not madews as Sodom, and like unto Gomorrah. 
View but the laſt century, how wonderfully have 
we been preſerved, and how aſtoniſhing has been 
the goodneſs of God to us! While other nations 
have been deſolated by the raging peſtilence, it 
has not been ſuffered to come near us.— While 
earthquakes have laid other nations in ruins, we 
have been preſerved, —While other nations have 
pined away with famine and want, we have been 
plentifully ſupplied, While other parts of the 
world have been made the ſeat of war, we have 
heard its ſound, but have been protected from 
its devaſtations.— And, while others have been 
deprived of their liberties and their all, ours have 
been continued with hardly any interruption. 
But, alas, Je/ouran like, we have waxed fat and 
kicked ; we have ſinned, we have departed from 
God; he has ſtill followed us with his mercies 
and loving-kindneſs z and now, inſtead of com- 
ing out againſt us in his hot anger and ind ignation, 
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he is gently ſhaking his rod over us, and as back- 
fliding children, inviting our return to him, 
How ſhould we admire his patience, and wonder 
at his forbearance! 


3. We are called to eye his hand in the judg- 
ments which are now on us, and the ſound of 
which has this day called us together, While 
we view our ſins as the procuring cauſe of God's 
judgments, we ſhould look to his hand as order- 
ing and inflicting them. Oh! that there was 
more of this among us! I have often thought it 
one of the moſt awful ſigns attending vs, that the 
people in general have fo little ſenſe of God's 
hand in our preſent national calamities. It ſeems 
to be a ſtupor that has overſpread both the peo- 
ple of God among us and others; we ſeem to 
have forgotten the Lord, and that to ſuch a de- 
gree, that even his judgments will not rouſe us. 
But, O my friends, look to the hand of God in 
this matter; conſider his providence as engaged 
in ordering it, and let your ſupplications be pre- 
ſented to him for bringing all things about, ſo as 

85 | ſhall 
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ſhall be for his own glory, and our real en 
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4. From hence we are called on, to plead ear- 


' neſtly with God, that he would return to his 


Britiſh Tſradl in a way of mercy and love. Are 
judgments executed an evidence of a departing 
God? The experience of them ſhould lead his 
people to plead with him for his return, And 
Oh! blefſed be God, we have yet room for pray- 
er.— Bleſſed be God, there is yet a praying rem- 
nant among us.—Plead for the continuance of 
the Goſpel :—Plead for a glorious power to at- 
tend it, —Plead for the removing preſent tokens 
of divine wrath.—Plead for the continuance of 
God's providential goodneſs.—Such a ſpirit will 
be a glorious token for good this day. 


To conclude, Hence we are called to lay hold 
on a departing God. Solemnly engage him this 
day for yours. Covenanting with God is a ſuit- 
able and neceſſary exerciſe of ſoul on theſe 
ſolemn occaſions, Relying then on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt as our only mediator, let us give up 


ourſelves 
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ourſelves to God, and renew our acceptanice of 


him az- ours. 
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